
What Matters Most? 
“The most important is this... Love the Lord your God with all your heart  

and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  

The second is this: Love your neighbour as yourself.” 

       -- Mark 12:29-31 
 

On Sunday we continued our series of sermons on 7 vital questions... In the first week we asked the question; “Who is 

Jesus?” Now in week two we asked the question: “What matters most?” A question that flows naturally from the first 

since, because Jesus is our Lord and Saviour, we ought to now ask questions regarding our relationship to Him; and 

questions regarding what about that relationship is most important. 

 

What is the single most important aspect of our relationship with God? What matters most? It is a common human trait 

to want to reduce things to their simplest and purest form; to simplify things so that we can get a better handle on them... 

Our relationship with God is no different. For as long as people have had a notion of the divine and sought to give 

expression to their relationship with God, they have tried to distil that relationship down to one pure aspect, one simple, 

yet all-encompassing, feature. 

 

In the passage we read from Mark we hear a teacher of the Law asking a question along these lines... He wants to know 

from Jesus what the single most important law is. For this man his relationship with God was intrinsically linked to how 

well he kept and understood the law; more than that, he wanted his relationship with God to be pure and sincere and this 

desire drove him to ask the question that he did. If there was one law that he absolutely had to keep in order to have a 

healthy relationship with God, what would that one law be? 

 

Jesus answers emphatically and without a moment’s hesitation... LOVE! Love for God and love for others. This is more 

important than any sacrifice we can make, it is more essential to our relationship with God than any other thing we can 

do or believe... Love! But this is no mere sentimental love or romantic feeling; this is the kind of love that changes 

everything. The love that Jesus urges here is a love that stands at the centre of everything else we do for God. In other 

words, the most important feature of our relationship with God is that we ought to let love for Him and others determine 

everything we do. If there is something we do or think or say that is not motivated by love then it is not worthy of being 

offered to God. Secondly, this is a love that knows no half-measures. Jesus tells the questioner to love with all his heart, 

soul, mind and strength. We cannot love God only some of the time, or only in certain situations, or in front of a select 

few people. When it comes to love for God, the kind of love that Jesus says is the single most important aspect of our 

relationship with God, it is all or nothing! Thirdly, this is a love that must show itself in love for others. We cannot love 

God without also loving others – it is just simply not an option. Love for God implies love for His creatures! 

 

This is a challenging thought and our reflection on this second question has certainly not left us with any easy answers, 

but then again, things worth-while hardly ever have easy answers. As you continue to reflect on this theme here are 

some questions that might help: 

1. How would you explain what it means to love God to someone who does not believe? 

2. Think of three practical ways in which we can give expression to our love for God... 

3. Which of these three things are you willing to commit to trying this week? 

 

Prayer: 

Most loving God, thank you for your love to us. A love that caused you to offer your Son, heavenly Father. A love that 

gave you strength to sacrifice your life, Lord Jesus. A love that motivates you to abide with us and minister to us, Holy 

Spirit. Thank you for loving us so! May we learn to love you more and may we be given strength and grace to show our 

love for you in real and tangible ways. Would our love for you and others become the central feature of our relationship 

with you; would our love be wholehearted and would our love for you show itself in love for others. In your most loving 

name, Lord Jesus Christ, we humbly pray. AMEN 

 

Food for Thought: 
In his book Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis writes, “Do not waste your time bothering whether you ‘love’ your neighbour 

act as if you did. As soon as we do this, we find one of the great secrets. When you are behaving as if you loved 

someone, you will presently come to love him. If you injure someone you dislike, you will find yourself disliking him 

more. If you do him a good turn, you will find yourself disliking him less.” 


