
It Happened! 
“... and [Peter] went away, wondering to himself what had happened.” 

           Luke 24:12c 

Often we try to add colour and spice to the stories of great events in the life of Jesus, all in the name of 

trying to keep these stories fresh and relevant. But the truth is that sometimes we just need to sit back and 

hear those stories in all their glorious simplicity again; sometimes we need to pause and hear the obvious – 

the simple, plain truth – and allow the reality of these events to impress themselves upon us again. 

 

Easter is one such event. From as far back as we can remember we have learnt to associate Easter with a 

measure of fairytale-like fantasy. We learn about Easter during our childhood through characters like the 

Easter Bunny, and we celebrate it by consuming as much chocolate (in the shape of eggs no less) as we can 

handle; sometimes only realizing too late that we had more than we thought we could handle. So it is little 

wonder then that as adults we find it difficult to make the transition to thinking about Easter in real terms – 

as an event that actually happened. We find ourselves walking away from Easter in much the same way 

that Peter walked away from the empty tomb, “wondering to himself what had happened”. 

 

So, let’s set aside all attempts to spice up an already spicy story, one so spicy that it literally changed the 

course of history. Let’s do away with all attempts to add colour to an already radiantly colourful story, one 

so colourful that it literally brings new life and vibrancy to all who will dare to believe it. Let us reflect on 

the Easter miracle by stating the truth as plainly and simply as we can...  It Happened! 
 

And since it did happen the implication for our spiritual lives is immense. The angels who greeted the 

women when they first arrived at the tomb asked them why they were looking for Jesus (who was raised, as 

he said he would be) among the dead. There is no point in looking the living among the dead. The 

challenge is for us to stop looking for Jesus among the dead and rather embrace Him as the One who is 

alive and present. We are challenged by Easter – and the fact that it happened – to not just treat Jesus as a 

hero from the past that lived a great life, to see in him more than just an example of how to treat others, to 

be interested in more than just the historical fact of his life and ministry. We are challenged by Easter to 

embrace Jesus as our Lord who is alive and present with us here and now. We are challenged by Easter to 

live in relationship with Jesus so that we might see and experience the fact that his great life continues; that 

he not only sets the example, but also offers us help and strength to strive after his example through his 

abiding presence; that his life and ministry is not a thing of the past to be studied, but a thing of the here 

and now to be shared and enjoyed. 

 

That is the challenge of Easter and the fact that it happened... the invitation to you and me is to dare to 

believe. When the women told the disciples what had happened most of them wrote it off as nonsense, 

except Peter. He dared to believe, ran to the tomb, and found it just as the women had said. 

The reality of Easter, when we are able to strip it of all the fantasy bunnies and eggs, challenges us to 

embrace Jesus as the living Lord and it invites us to dare to believe. In the words of one of my favourite 

authors, Max Lucado, “The resurrection is an exploding flare announcing to all sincere seekers that it is 

safe to believe. Safe to believe in ultimate justice. Safe to believe in eternal bodies. Safe to believe in 

heaven as our estate and the earth as its porch.  Safe to believe in a time where questions won’t keep us 

awake and pain won’t keep us down. Safe to believe in open graves and endless days and genuine praise.”  

 

Easter marks the turning point of our faith. The simple truth is that it happened – the only question is: are 

we still looking the living among the dead? The invitation is eternal: will we run with Peter to the empty 

tomb and find it just as the women had said? It happened... Dare to believe! 


